BUXTED PARISH COUNCIL

Clerk: Miss B Macklen & Mrs C Feltham, PO Box 202, Heathfield, East Sussex TN21 1BN, Phone: 01435 813264
Email: clerk@buxtedparish.org.uk  Website: www.buxtedvillage.org.uk

1st March 2016
The Chairman and Members of the Planning Committee                                          

The Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Council, 


copy: other Members of the Council
NOTICE OF MEETING
The Planning Applications below are to be considered by members of the Planning Committee on 8th March 2016 at The Reading Room, Buxted.
The public have a right and are welcome to attend and at the discretion of the Chairman. Members of the public may speak or ask questions when invited by the Chairman prior to the formal opening of the meeting. 

	1. 
	Apologies for Absence



	2.
	Declaration of Members personal and prejudicial Interests in respect of items on this agenda


	3.
	The minutes of the Planning Committee held on 26th January 2016 be approved and signed as a correct record by the Chairman.


	4
	Planning Applications



	4.1.
	Application No. WD/2016/0028/F
Location: Upper Lowlands Barn, Etchingwood Lane, Buxted, TN22 4PT.
Description: Proposed addition to agricultural barn to provide studio for domestic use and associated change of use of land to residential curtilage.
Applicant: Mr & Mrs D Woolgar, Upper Lowlands Barn, Etchingwood Lane, Buxted, TN22 4PT.
Agent: Mike Hill Architectural Services, Croom Cottage, London Road, East Hoathly, BN8 6EL.
Sent: 18th February 2016. 



	4.2
4.3
4.4

4.5
	Application No. WD/2016/0332/FA
Location: Rosehill Farm, Burnt Oak Road, High Hurstwood, TN22 4AE.
Description: Conversion and alteration of barn and change of use for the restoration of classic sports cars and ancillary storage. Use of other barn to provide private stabling and storage for hay and agricultural machinery. (Removal of condition from previous planning consent) 
Applicant: Mr Rainsford & Mrs Sowerby, Rosehill Farm, Burnt Oak Road, High Hurstwood, TN22 4AE.
Agent: Mr Ian Sowerby, Bell Cornwell LLP, Oakview House, Station Road, Hook, Hampshire.
Sent: 18th February 2016.
Application No. WD/2016/0314/F
Location: Wood Dell, Chillies Lane, High Hurstwood, TN22 4AB.
Description: Lean to utility room extension, internal and external alterations to dwelling and new 3 bay car port.
Applicant: Mr Donkersley, Wood Dell, Chillies Lane, High Hurstwood, TN22 4AB

Agent: Julian Bluck designs Ltd, Brian House, Nash Street, Chiddingly.
Sent: 19th February 2016
Application No. WD/2016/0361/F
Location: The Lodge, Burnt Oak Road, High Hurstwood, TN22 4AE.
Description: proposed two storey side extension and single storey front extension.
Applicant: Mr & Mrs Weavers, The Lodge, Burnt Oak Road, High Hurstwood, TN22 4AE.

Agent: Steve Bull, 2 Arun Path, Uckfield.

Sent: 19th February 2016.
Application No. WD/2016/0144/F & WD/2016/0145/LB
Location: Buxted Park Country House Hotel, Station Road, Buxted, TN22 4AY.

Description: Conversion of 4 existing outbuildings to form fifteen new bedrooms together with leisure facility. Minor extensions to form bedroom entrance/bathroom and gymnasium. External works to improve courtyard area between the above buildings.

Applicant: Hand Picked Hotels Limited

Agent: Architecture Design Development Limited

Sent: 26th February 2016



	5

5.1

6

6.1

6.2

6.3

6.4


	To discuss any planning applications received from Wealden District Council after the publication of the agenda that are available on the District Planning website.
Application No. WD/2016/0262/F
Location: Grove Farm, Howbourne Lane, Buxted, TN22 4QD.

Description: Proposed replacement of commercial and agricultural barns to form three residential dwellings.

Applicant: Mr Robin Marten, The Coach House, Framfield, East Sussex.
Applications considered by email consultation, which were publicised on the parish council website:

Application No. WD/2015/2492/F

Location: 9 St Marys Garth, Buxted, TN22 4LY.

Description: Extension to first floor bedroom (re submission of plans to include image of front elevation)

Response to WDC: As per the original consultation, the parish council have no objections and recommend approval.

Application No. WD/2784/FA
Location: Ramblers and Yew Tree Cottage, Station Road, Buxted, TN22 4DP.
Description: Removal of condition 6 attached to WD/2013/1628/FR to retain the existing access to Yew Tree Cottage and form a new access to Ramblers (part retrospective).
Response to WDC: Buxted Parish Council would like to be advised what action has been taking to ensure the safety of persons and vehicles entering and leaving the premises, as per the condition detailed below: 
 'Within 2 weeks of the new access being brought into use, the existing access shown on the submitted plans shall be formally closed up and the kerb, footway and verge reinstated in accordance with details submitted to and approved in writing by the Highway Authority. REASON:  To ensure the safety of persons and vehicles entering and leaving the access and proceeding along the highway in the interests of the visual amenities of the locality having regard to Saved Policy TR3 of the adopted Wealden Local Plan, coupled with the requirements of paragraph 32 of the National Planning Policy Framework 2012'. This comment referred to the application (above) which gained planning permission to move the entrance and the planning condition stipulated that the old one was closed up.
Application No. WD/2016/0271/F
Location: Hillcrest, High Street, Buxted, TN22 4JZ.
Description: Erection of single storey rear extension forming separate dining room and boot-room.
Response to WDC: No objection, recommend approval.
Application No. WD/2016/0092/LB and WD/2016/0091/F

Location: Mill House, Station Road, Buxted, TN22 4DP

Description: Alterations and single storey rear extension

Response to WDC: No objection, recommend approval.  A Standing Building Survey has been carried out and this extension will not interfere overmuch with the historic integrity of the building.


	7.

	Matters for information

WDC Planning Application Decision Notices received 

Application

Location

Description

Decision

WD/2015/2539/F
The Furnishing Centre, High Street, Buxted, TN22 4LA
Proposed change of use to SUI car dealership. Buxted Parish Council response to Wealden District Council: Members of the parish council commented that they would rather see cars, than vans at this location. Historically this premises was the village garage. The parish council have no objection, and recommend approval.
APPROVED
WD/2015/2825/F

20 St Mary’s Garth, Buxted, TN22 4LY.

Erection of single storey rear extension to enlarge kitchen and add shower room. Response from Buxted Parish Council to Wealden District Council: No objection, recommend approval.
APPROVED

WD/2015/2416/LBR  & WD/2015/1820/FR
The Stables, Uckfield Road, Herons Ghyll, TN22 4BY
Part retrospective application for conversion of stable building into five dwelling units.
Response from Buxted Parish Council to Wealden District Council: Buxted Parish Council object to this planning application. The Parish Council understand that this site has twice been refused planning permission to convert to residential. However, the building works have commenced without planning permission, which is even more surprising given the listed building status. 

This site is approximately half a kilometre of the Ashdown Forest. Despite the fact this site was given permission for offices, this permission has never come been implemented, so the parish council believe that any considerations given to the calculation of footfall and nitrogen levels on the Ashdown Forest to be to be immaterial.
Wealden District Council’s response to Buxted Parish Council: The Parish Council’s objections are acknowledged. Whilst no planning permission has previously been granted for the conversion of the building to five dwellings, an associated application for listed building consent was granted (WD/2013/0947/LB). Submissions supporting the current applications explain that much of the building works associated with that scheme have been carried out, although the actual change of use of The Stables to five dwellings) has not commenced. 

Careful consideration has been given to the impact of the proposals on the protected areas of Ashdown Forest. Whilst the Parish Council has raised doubts about the material weight of the permitted office use, these are not founded beliefs. The Parish Council has also not expressed a clear reason why this deficiency, if correct, would result in a likely significant effect on the Ashdown Forest. 

Some of the physical works associated with the earlier planning permission and listed building consent to convert The Stables and an adjacent building to offices was carried out and therefore the planning permission remains extant and is a valid consideration in the assessment of the impact of the current proposals on Ashdown Forest. The office use would have generated significantly more vehicle trips than the five dwellings now proposed. It is also the case that, whilst the proposed five dwellings would result in additional visits to Ashdown Forest for recreation, this impact is now capable on mitigation through SANGS and SAMMS and it would be a requirement of planning permission which may be granted that a suitable scheme be submitted and approved prior to occupation of any of the dwellings. 

APPROVED
WD/2015/2851/F

10 Littlewood Lane, Buxted, TN22 4LW.
Extension to rear of property to create new master bedroom, larger kitchen/diner and separate work studio.
Response from Buxted Parish Council to Wealden District Council: No objection, recommend approval.
APPROVED
WD/2015/2660/AI

Crusader House, High Street, Buxted, TN22 4LA.
Pole mounted 2400 x 900 mm internally illuminated Ferrari sign. Response from Buxted Parish Council to Wealden District Council: Whilst the Parish Council appreciate the applicant’s desire to promote their commercial premises, we object to the illuminated elements of the proposal which are considered unsuitable to the rural setting of Buxted. The Parish Council also are concerned that this would be a visual distraction to motorists in this mainly unlit area. Neighboring properties have already made complaints when this business was unduly lit up very early in the morning. The business faces directly onto residential properties. The proposed sign is not in keeping for the area and is considered to be excessive advertising. The Parish Council would like to make an example of Paragon Porsche in Five Ashes. This business which actually sells Porsche vehicles does not have any illuminated signs.
Response from WDC to Buxted Parish Council: The parish council comments are noted as is their support for this rural business. In response to the concerns set out the illumination of signage is not unusual within a High Street Location. Signage is considered to be a supporting part of the commercial operations of the premises and is not completely alien to the local street scene. Furthermore issues associated with illumination times may be adequately controlled through planning condition.

This application concerns only a single pole mounted sign. It is not regarded as excessive and is wholly appropriate to the specific nature of the brand of vehicle being sold from the site.

APPROVED
WD/2015/2712/F

Saxon Court, Pound Green, Buxted, TN22 4DT.
Retrospective ground fixed solar array. Response from Buxted Parish Council to WDC: No objection – recommend approval. The site is well screened and will have no adverse impact on either neighbouring properties or the locality.
APPROVED
WD/2016/0137/F

12 Olives Pit Lane, Five Ash Down, TN22 3EZ.

Loft conversion with one roof light to the front and two roof lights to the rear. Response from Buxted Parish Council to WDC: No objection – recommend approval.
APPROVED

WD/2016/0062/F

Russetts, Burnt Oak Road, High Hurstwood, TN22 4AE.

Rooms in roof with front and rear roof lights and extension to existing stair enclosure. Response from Buxted Parish Council to WDC: No objection – recommend approval.
APPROVED

WD/2015/2800/F
The Buxted Inn, High Street, Buxted, TN22 4LA. 

Alterations to front of public house and internal alterations. Response from Buxted Parish Council to WDC: No objection – recommend approval. Although the parish council understand the circumstances surrounding why work was started, it would still comment that it is always preferable to gain permission before starting works.
APPROVED



	7.
	Any other matters properly notified

WD/2015/2816/MAO Former Grampian Country Food Factory Site, Crowborough Road, Five Ash Down, TN22 3AH.
The outline application for 13 new homes, associated works and access is being considered by Wealden’s Planning Committee at 10 a.m. on 10th March 2016.


	8.
	Announcements – a) Chairman of the Committee; b) Clerk to the Council





Claudine Feltham

 Clerk to the Council
Copy to ESCC Cllr R Galley, WDC Cllrs Lunn and Illingworth
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